
Professional ResourcesProfessional ResourcesProfessional ResourcesProfessional Resources    
Recommended Professional BooksRecommended Professional BooksRecommended Professional BooksRecommended Professional Books    
    

 
 

From Cover to CoveFrom Cover to CoveFrom Cover to CoveFrom Cover to Cover: Evaluating and Reviewing Children’s Booksr: Evaluating and Reviewing Children’s Booksr: Evaluating and Reviewing Children’s Booksr: Evaluating and Reviewing Children’s Books    
by Kathleen T. Horning (Collins, 2010) 
 
Provides information on how to evaluate books published 
specifically for children, offering guidelines for assessing various 
genres, and giving advice on how to write reviews. 
 
 

 
 

Writing Reviews for ReadersWriting Reviews for ReadersWriting Reviews for ReadersWriting Reviews for Readers’’’’    Advisory Advisory Advisory Advisory     
by Brad Hooper (American Library Association, 2010)  
 
A guide to writing reviews for the purpose of reader's advisory 
and collection development that provides tips, and discusses how 
they can help promote a library, writing before and after 
publication, and audiobooks. 
 

 

The Book Whisperer: Awakening the Inner Reader in Every ChildThe Book Whisperer: Awakening the Inner Reader in Every ChildThe Book Whisperer: Awakening the Inner Reader in Every ChildThe Book Whisperer: Awakening the Inner Reader in Every Child    
By Donalyn Miller (Jossey-Bass, 2009) 
 
Sixth grade teacher Donalyn Miller describes the instructional 
approach she uses to turn children into readers, based on a 
combination of individual choice, a program of independent 
reading, a collection of high-interest books, and appropriate and 
authentic reading behavior modeling. 
        

  
 



Recommended Workshops / CoursesRecommended Workshops / CoursesRecommended Workshops / CoursesRecommended Workshops / Courses    
 
ALSC Online Education Courses (http://www.ala.org/alsc/onlineeducation): 

The Newbery Medal: Past, Present and Future 
Presented by K.T. Horning 

 
The Caldecott Medal: Understanding Distinguished Art in Picture Books  
Presented by K.T. Horning 
  

 
BER Continuing Education Workshops (http://www.ber.org/): 
 What’s New in Children’s Literature 
 What’s New in Young Adult Literature 
 
 
Recommended Book Review JournalsRecommended Book Review JournalsRecommended Book Review JournalsRecommended Book Review Journals    
    
Voice of Youth Advocates (VOYA) 

The Horn Book 

School Library Journal 

Teacher Librarian 

Library Media Connection 

 
 
Recommended Book Review Websites / BlogsRecommended Book Review Websites / BlogsRecommended Book Review Websites / BlogsRecommended Book Review Websites / Blogs    
 

Good Reads (http://www.goodreads.com/) 

Nerdy Book Club (http://nerdybookclub.wordpress.com/) 

Heavy Medal: A Mock Newbery Blog (http://blogs.slj.com/heavymedal/) 

Elizabeth Bird’s Fuse #8 Production (http://blogs.slj.com/afuse8production/) 

Travis Jonker’s 100 Scope Notes (http://100scopenotes.com/) 

Anita Silvey’s Children’s Book-A-Day Almanac (http://childrensbookalmanac.com/) 

Colby Sharp’s SharpRead (http://sharpread.wordpress.com/) 

Susan Stephenson’s The Book Chook (http://www.thebookchook.com/) 

Mr.Shu’s Watch. Connect. Read. (http://mrschureads.blogspot.com/) 

 



Book Reviewing Opportunities for Book Reviewing Opportunities for Book Reviewing Opportunities for Book Reviewing Opportunities for 
Children and TeensChildren and TeensChildren and TeensChildren and Teens    

 
Opportunities within schoolOpportunities within schoolOpportunities within schoolOpportunities within school::::    
 
Set up a book review blog or join a book review website 

Ex. KidBlog (http://kidblog.org/home/) 
 
Ex. Spaghetti Book Club (http://www.spaghettibookclub.org/) 

 
 Ex. LitPick—formerly Flamingnet.com (http://litpick.com/) 
 
 
Use the features of your library management system 
 Ex. Destiny 
 
 
Sneak book reviews into your curriculum / program 

Ex. New books 
 

Ex. Skivenger Hunt Reading Challenge 
 
Ex. 3rd Grade Red Clover Reviews 
 
Ex. Hide and Seek Library Journal 

 
 
 
Opportunities for individual students outside of schoolOpportunities for individual students outside of schoolOpportunities for individual students outside of schoolOpportunities for individual students outside of school::::    
 
LitPick—formerly Flamingnet.com (http://litpick.com/) 
 
Voice of Youth Advocates Teen Reviewer (http://www.voyamagazine.com/)  
 
Teen Ink Magazine (http://www.teenink.com/) 
 



Book Reviewing Opportunities for Book Reviewing Opportunities for Book Reviewing Opportunities for Book Reviewing Opportunities for 
Teachers and LibrariansTeachers and LibrariansTeachers and LibrariansTeachers and Librarians    

    
Good ReadsGood ReadsGood ReadsGood Reads (http://www.goodreads.com/) 

- Create a Good Reads account 
- Start a list or use others’ lists 

    
Professional JournalsProfessional JournalsProfessional JournalsProfessional Journals    

- Keep a look out for ads in the journal itself requesting reviewers 
- Check the website for the journal  

 
Nerdy Book ClubNerdy Book ClubNerdy Book ClubNerdy Book Club (http://nerdybookclub.wordpress.com/) 

- Fill out the online request to become a Nerdy Book Club blogger 
 

Start your own Blog or Start your own Blog or Start your own Blog or Start your own Blog or WebsiteWebsiteWebsiteWebsite    
 
Teen ReadsTeen ReadsTeen ReadsTeen Reads (http://www.teenreads.com/) 
 

    
Tips on Becoming a Book ReviewerTips on Becoming a Book ReviewerTips on Becoming a Book ReviewerTips on Becoming a Book Reviewer    

 
- Read often 

 
- Read widely  

 
- Read published book reviews 

 
- Learn about authors/ illustrators 

 
- Follow blogs 

 

- Make connections 
 

- Take notes 
 

- Get involved 
 
- Practice 
 
- Readers’ Advisory 

  



 
Tips for Writing a Good Book ReviewTips for Writing a Good Book ReviewTips for Writing a Good Book ReviewTips for Writing a Good Book Review    

 

• Read the ENTIRE book (very important!).  You can’t review a book you haven’t read! 
 

• Summarize the book (without giving away the ending).  Include information about 
the major events in the book, the characters, the setting, etc. 

 

• Write your opinion of the book.  Your opinion is more than “I liked it.” Or “I didn’t like 
it.” Your opinion paragraph should answer questions like:  What did you like?  What 
didn’t you like?  Be specific.  

 

• Provide your recommendation.  Who might like to read the book?  What about the 
book would make it a good for a classmate?  Explain WHY you recommend or don’t 
recommend a book.  
 

Happy Reviewing! 
 
 
 

Tips for Writing a Good Book ReviewTips for Writing a Good Book ReviewTips for Writing a Good Book ReviewTips for Writing a Good Book Review    
 

• Read the ENTIRE book (very important!).  You can’t review a book you haven’t read! 
 

• Summarize the book (without giving away the ending).  Include information about 
the major events in the book, the characters, the setting, etc. 

 

• Write your opinion of the book.  Your opinion is more than “I liked it.” Or “I didn’t like 
it.” Your opinion paragraph should answer questions like:  What did you like?  What 
didn’t you like?  Be specific.  

 

• Provide your recommendation.  Who might like to read the book?  What about the 
book would make it a good for a classmate?  Explain WHY you recommend or don’t 
recommend a book.  
 

Happy Reviewing! 



4th Grade 4th Grade 4th Grade 4th Grade Book Review Book Review Book Review Book Review UnitUnitUnitUnit    

    
Day 1:Day 1:Day 1:Day 1:        What is a Review?What is a Review?What is a Review?What is a Review?    
Copy a variety of book reviews (if possible, use reviews for books in the library’s collection).  In 
small groups (or individually) have students read and look for similarities in the reviews.  As a 
class discuss students’ findings while guiding them to the following:   
 

Book reviews… 

• Include a summary that does not give away the ending to a book 

• Include the book reviewer’s opinion of the book 

• Include a recommendation that states to whom the book is recommended  
 
 
Day 2:Day 2:Day 2:Day 2:        AuthorityAuthorityAuthorityAuthority    
Read a nonfiction book.  If possible, show a website that contains different information than 
the book.  Ask students which source is more trustworthy.  Discuss why we can trust the 
information in nonfiction books and how we can’t always trust the information on websites 
(books need to go through many people to get published, but anyone can publish or contribute to 
a website; nonfiction books often contain a bibliography of sources used; nonfiction books are 
often written by—or in consult with—experts in the field).  Discuss authority—the author knows 
what (s)he is talking about and has the credentials to prove it.  
 
Show a product from amazon.com (or any other shopping website).  If someone reviews a 
product, what would you expect from him/her?  

• Have bought and used the product 

• Give a description of the product and a truthful opinion 

• Know about similar products 
 
If someone reviews a book, what do you expect from him/her?  

• Have read the entire book 

• Give a description of the book and a truthful opinion 

• Give a recommendation 

• Know about other books 
 
 



Day 3:Day 3:Day 3:Day 3:    Good Book ReviewsGood Book ReviewsGood Book ReviewsGood Book Reviews    
In small groups or individually, have students look at a variety of book reviews (positive, 
negative, written well, written not-so-well).  Ask students to read the reviews and select the 
book review that seems to provide the most helpful information (on a worksheet or present to 
class) and tell what information was most helpful.  Discuss students’ findings as a class, 
recording commonalities. Discuss how good book reviews… 

• Include a summary that does not give away the ending to a book 

• Include the book reviewer’s opinion of the book 

• Include a recommendation that states to whom the book is recommended  

• Are proofread 

• Are written by an authority of the book  
    
    
Day 4: Day 4: Day 4: Day 4: Writing Writing Writing Writing Book ReviewsBook ReviewsBook ReviewsBook Reviews    
Read a picture book to the class.  Review how to write a good book review.  Model writing a 
book review for the class. 
 
Have students—in small groups or individually—choose a picture book or easy reader.  Give time 
for the students to read the entire book.  Have students write a book review of the book 
including a summary, an opinion, and a recommendation for the book.  
 
 
Extensions:Extensions:Extensions:Extensions:    

• In collaboration with teachers, have students write a book review for a book they have 
finished as part of an opinion writing unit 

• Have students share book reviews on a podcast, blog, or on the morning announcements  


